
SJUD 03-18

West Virginia Senate

Committee on Judiciary

Minutes for March 18, 2025, 3:00 PM

Pursuant to the call of the Chair, the Senate Committee on Judiciary met on March 18,
2025, 3:00 PM in Room 208-W.

Members present: Senators Stuart, Willis, Azinger, Bartlett, Chapman, Charnock, Deeds,
Fuller, Hart, Helton, Rose, Rucker, Tarr, Taylor, Weld, Garcia

Members absent: Senator Martin

A silent roll call being taken, the presence of a quorum was established.

On motion of Senator Willis, the minutes of the previous meeting were approved.

S. B. 579 - Relating to Home Rule Reform.

Chris Etheridge, Counsel, explained the bill, and responded to questions.

On motion of Senator Willis, the committee reported the bill to the full Senate with the

recommendation that it do pass.

S. B. 128 - Preventing courts from ordering services at higher rate than Medicaid.

J. A. Curia, Counsel, explained the bill, the purpose of the proposed committee substitute,

and responded to questions.

On motion of Senator Tarr, the committee requested a fiscal note be requested for the

committee substitute.

With leave of the committee, Judge Anita Ashley, Fifth Judicial Circuit, addressed the

committee, and responded to questions.

With leave of the committee, Lorie Bragg, Interim Commissioner, West Virginia Bureau for

Social Services, West Virginia Department of Human Services, was administered the oath

prescribed by Senate Rule 28a by Chairman Stuart, addressed the committee, and responded to

questions. (See attached oath.)



Chairman Stuart moved S. B. 128 to the foot of the agenda.

H. B. 2331 - Relating to authorizing certain agencies of the Department of Commerce to

promulgate legislative rules.

Debra Graham, Counsel, explained the bill, and responded to questions.

On motion of Senator Willis, the committee amended the bill as attached.

On motion of Senator Willis, the committee reported the bill to the full Senate with the

recommendation that it do pass as amended.

On motion of Chairman Stuart, the committee recessed for 10 minutes.

At the expiration of the recess, the committee reconvened.

The committee returned to consideration of S. B. 128.

With leave of the committee, Christina Mullins, Deputy Secretary, Mental Health and

Substance Use Disorders, West Virginia Department of Human Services, was administered the

oath prescribed by Senate Rule 28a by Chairman Stuart, addressed the committee, and

responded to questions. (See attached oath.)

Senator Tarr proposed an amendment to allow a judge to order services, but the

department shall have the sole ability to determine the available provider.

Senator Stuart laid over S. B. 128.

On Motion of Senator Willis the committee adjourned.

________ ________

Michael B. Stuart Beverly Douglas

Chair Clerk/Analyst








